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Thank you for your continued support and commitment

Warm regards,

Prof. (Dr.) Durga Madhab Satapathy 
President, APCRI

Dear Members, Colleagues, and Friends,

I am honoured to present this edition of our newsletter, which brings 
together collective efforts and dedication of all committed to 
preventing and controlling rabies in India. As we reflect on our 
progress and look to the future, I want to acknowledge the vital role 
each of you plays in our mission to eliminate rabies, which remains a 
significant public health challenge in our country.

Rabies, a nearly 100% fatal yet entirely preventable disease, continues to impact vulnerable populations, 
particularly in rural areas. Through our collective efforts—ranging from public awareness campaigns and 
community engagement to the implementation of robust vaccination programs for both humans and 
animals—we have made important strides. Our recent initiatives have led to increased vaccination coverage 
in high-risk areas, improved access to post-exposure prophylaxis, and stronger collaboration with 
government agencies and international organizations. These successes are a testament to the hard work of 
our members and partners across India.

However, our journey is far from over. The ongoing challenges, including underreporting, inadequate 
healthcare infrastructure, and cultural barriers to vaccination, call for renewed commitment and innovative 
solutions. We must continue to advocate for comprehensive, community-based approaches that not only 
focus on immediate medical interventions but also promote sustainable practices in animal health 
management and public education.

In this newsletter, you will find detailed reports on our latest projects, success stories from the field, and 
expert opinions on best practices for rabies control. I encourage you to read the articles carefully and 
consider how you can contribute further to our collective goal. Your feedback and ideas are invaluable as we 
refine our strategies and plan for the future.

I would also like to extend my gratitude to all our volunteers, healthcare professionals, researchers, and 
community leaders for their unwavering dedication. Your efforts make a real difference in saving lives and 
reducing the burden of rabies across our nation. 

Let us continue to work collaboratively, innovate, and share our knowledge widely. With persistent efforts 
and collective resolve, I am confident that we will overcome the challenges ahead and move closer to our 
vision of a rabies-free India. 

My sincere thanks to Dr. Manish for his efforts in bringing out the newsletter. 
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Sincerely,

Dr. Hemant Kumar Gohil
Secretary General, APCRI

I would also like to extend my heartfelt wishes and special thanks to Dr. Manish Kumar 
Singh for his exceptional efforts in publishing this newsletter. His dedication and hard work have been 
instrumental in bringing this edition to fruition.

Thank you for your continued support, and I hope you find the contents of this newsletter both informative 
and inspiring.

It is with great pleasure that I announce the upcoming publication of the APCRI 
Newsletter in February 2025. This edition reflects our ongoing commitment to excellence 
and the sharing of valuable insights within our community.

Regards 

Dr. Manish Kumar Singh
Editor - APCRI Newsletter

Hope you enjoy reading this issue of Newsletter; We look forward to your support in future and are most 
welcome to comments and suggestions at newsletterapcri@gmail.com.

It gives me immense pleasure to bring out the January 2025 edition of the APCRI 
Newsletter. The edition highlights the dedicated efforts of APCRI Members towards our 
goal of "Zero By 30". The year 2024 was buzzing with activities and with your 
contributions we have been able to put together this newsletter. Thanks to everyone who 
responded with write-ups and good quality pictures. 

I would like to acknowledge the support from Prof MK Sudarshan Sir, Founder President APCRI, Dr Durga 
Madhab Satpathy, President -APCRI, Dr HK Gohil - Secretary General APCRI and all Governing Council 
Members of APCRI. 

2



(Source - Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying. PIB Delhi 04 FEB 2025 5:20PM)

As per Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (Integrated Health Information 
Platform) portal under Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India by the 
states/UTs, the details for January 2024 to December 2024 of rural areas across the 
country

Type of biƟng animal Cases

Dog 2195122

Dog bite cases in children less than 15years 519704

Other animals including monkey 504728

Deaths

37

-

11
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The conference deliberated on both rabies and snake antisera and was  inaugurated by Dr.Prof. 
Atul Goel, Director General of Health Services, Govt. of India and presided over by Dr.Dimple 
Kasana, Director, CRI, Kasauli, HP. Others present were Dr.Anil Kumar, Principal Advisor, 
NCDC, Delhi and Dr.Mala Chhabra, Consultant Microbiology, ABVIMS& RML Hospital, Delhi

FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON RECENT ADVANCES AND CHALLENGES IN HYPER- 
IMMUNE SERA PRODUCTION: ORGANIZED BY CENTRAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE (CRI), 
KASAULI, HIMACHAL PRADESH(HP)   IN COLLABORATION WITH  NATIONAL CENTRE 
FOR DISEASE CONTROL(NCDC), NEW DELHI  FROM SEPTEMBER, 8-10, 2024, AT  
KASAULI, HIMACHAL PRADESH.  

DR. M.K. SUDARSHAN
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A meeting of the member countries of WHO from South East Asia Region (SEAR) and 
Western Pacific region (WPR) that are endemic  to rabies was held in Bangkok, Thailand 
from July, 16-18, 2024. The staff from WHO-   SEARO and WPRO, FAO and WOAH,    
national programme managers & representatives, experts, representatives from partner 
agencies - UNDP and others participated in the meeting. The meeting deliberated on the 
current situation and issues of rabies in both humans and animals in the regions and 
member countries, and recommendations were drafted to address these problems. Eleven 
persons from India and APCRI attended the meeting.

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANISATION (FAO), WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION (WHO) AND WORLD ORGANISATION FOR ANIMAL HEALTH 
(WOAH):  TRIPARTITE - ASIA PACIFIC RABIES MEETING, JULY, 16-18, 2024. 
BANGKOK, THAILAND  

From Left to Right: Drs. Vikram Singh (FAO,India), Chiranjeev Bhattacharjya (UNDP, India), Dr. 
Gowri Yale (CEVA&APCRI ), Reeta S Mani (NIMHANS&APCRI), Dabolina Mitra (MoAHF&D, GOI), 
Monil Singhai (NCDC,GOI), MK Sudarshan (WHO Chair-TAG&APCRI), Simmi Tiwari (NCDC, 
GOI), Anupama Hazarika (Assam; WHO-Dhaka, Bangladesh), Sharada R (Vet.Coll, Bangalore & 
APCRI), Rashmi Shukla (WHO-India)
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Report by: Dr. Swapna Susan Abraham

“Little drops make an ocean.” MARWEL Association -Celebrating 
Republic Day in a different way!!!

- 

MARWEL started rabies vaccination for their owned dogs 27 years back on 26.01.1998 in 
collaboration with rabies control program of Department of Animal Husbandry.  A few 
years later, when some hiccup happened in running the campaign, MARWEL took 
ownership of the program and started running it on its own.  They have been doing it 
every year on the same day for the last 27 years without missing a beat. They set up on an 
empty plot of land from 9 am to 2 pm for vaccination. 

Before the campaign they do three things to get the word out. First they put ads in 
newspapers. Second in the MARWEL WhatsApp group and thirdly distribute campaign 
notices to each household.  The campaign started with just 10 dogs in the first year. Every 
year, the number of participants has been going up. Even dogs from nearby places who 
actually aren't part of the association come and get vaccinated. On an average 50-70 
dogs get vaccinated in the program every year. This year (26.01.2025), 52 dogs and 1 cat 
attended the campaign. The association covers some of the expenses like setting up the 
venue, the cost of vaccines and other logistics. Pet owners pay a small fee. 

It was probably a  veterinarian working for the government (now retired) who is residing in 
the locality started this unique movement. He is the one who has been facilitating the 
program by providing technical support, like getting (selecting) quality vaccines, 
arranging a vet to vaccinate and issuing vaccination certificates etc. for free. He is like a 
local “James Harriot” !!! A few of his veterinary colleagues also supported him now and 
then.

MARWEL (Maruthoorkadavu Residence Welfare) Association a small 400 members 
(households) “Resident Association” spread out in half of the geographical area of 
Kalady, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala has been celebrating 26th January in its unique 
way. For the last 27 years they have been working hard to protect their dogs and 
residents from rabies.

A nearby private veterinary clinic (Pet City Pet Hospital) was impressed with their work 
and has also started offering technical support to them. The venue has also been used by 
researchers from the Animal Husbandry Department, Kerala for their scientific studies. A 
PPP model!!! This year, the Indian Veterinary Association (Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala) 
teamed up with MARWEL and gave them a shout-out for their  awesome work  in the fight 
against rabies. IVA has offered all support in future. 

Mr. Parameswaran Kutty, Secretary, MARWEL says that no cases of rabies (in animals or 
people)  have been reported in their area for the last 20 years though they do face stray 
dog menace…A regional rabies freedom !!! Isn't it ?  

6



We choose a dog not just as a pet, but as a heartbeat at our feet, A 
companion in our loneliness, love so pure, so sweet. In their eyes, we see 
devotion, undying and true, A love that asks for nothing, yet gives the world 
anew. They are our children, our siblings, our soul's silent keep, Whispering 
warmth in moments when we silently weep. Once an animal, now a member, 
a bond we weave tight, A creature once astray, now basking in home's light. 
No matter the breed, be it a native street's grace, or an elegant Chihuahua 
with pedigree's trace, their worth is the same, their hearts just as grand, Love 
doesn't speak the language of breed or brand. Yet, how often do we betray 
the ones who trust most? Leaving them to fate when they need us close? 
Would we forsake our child in sickness and despair? Then why leave our 
pets when they need our care? We hold not just a pet, but a life in our hands, 
A love that knows no wealth, no caste, no strands. We owe them safety, from 
hunger, from pain, from disease that lurks, from fate's cruel chain.

As we defend our children from a cruel and unkind world, so must we guard 
our pets, with the same heart and mind. We must see the shifts—the flicker 
of unrest, The sudden aggression, the fear unexpressed. A child's bite may 
be harmless in our gentle embrace, but it may bring terror's trace to a 
stranger. Along with parental responsibilities, we must hold social duties too, 
understanding that our love does not negate another's view. Bites, even 
small, can bring scars unseen, A moment of fear, a wound unclean. And yet, 
it is not them, not their spirit, nor their core, for within their soft souls, the cruel 
invader, our enemy may creep, A silent storm “The Rabies”, coiled deep. 

Rabies is that war, silent yet grim, A lurking danger that alters them within. 
The virus does not spare love or trust, it turns our dearest to fearsome, 
unjust. But this fate is preventable, this horror controlled, with timely 
vaccines, with care, and watchful eyes. A world without rabies is one we can 
weave if we act with knowledge and if we truly believe. For in their world, we 
are their only sun, Their moon, their stars—their only one. Let's rise to the 
role, of both parent and guide and walk this path, forever by their side. With 
vaccines, let's ensure their tails never droop, and their spirit never dies. As 
we cherish their love each day, Let's guard them and those around from 
dangers that darken their way.

(Dr Sanjutha A, Chettinad Hospital and Research Institute, Chennai [APCRI LM 957])
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Prof. (Dr.) Reeta S Mani, Head of Department of 
Neurovirology, WHO Collaborating Centre for 
Reference & Research on Rabies, NIMHANS, 
Bangalore delivered the Louis Pasteur Oration

Prof. (Dr.) Jyoti B Dutta, Professor & Head of 
Veterinary Epidemiology & Preventive Medicine, 
College of veterinary Science, Khanapara, 
G u w a h a t i ,  A s s a m  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  S N 
Madhusudhana Oration

Prof. (Dr.) D.H. Ashwath Narayana (Professor of 
Community Medicine & Former Medical 
Superintendent and HOD at Kempegowda 
Institute of Medical Sciences, Bengaluru) was 
conferred the Life Time Achievement Award for 
his outstanding contribution in the field of Rabies.

Young Scientist Award 2024 was conferred upon 
Dr. Ashwini Manoor Ananda, Assistant Professor 
and Senior Scientific Officer in Department of 
Neurovirology , NIMHANS.
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D r .  A n i l  K u m a r 
S h a r m a  -  Z o n a l 
Representative (North 
Zone) APCRI was 
a w a r d e d  t h e 
pres t ig ious  Wor ld 
Rabies Day Award -
2024 by the Global 
Alliance for Rabies 
C o n t r o l  f o r  h i s 
dedicated efforts and 
valuable contributions 
to rabies prevention 

Dr Sunil Kumar K M received "Best 
Veternarian Award" on occasion of Word 
Veterinary Day - 5th June 2024 from Dept of 
Animal husbandry and Veterinary services, 
Shivamogga district, Karnataka.

Dr Manish Kumar Singh, Zonal Representative - Central Zone was 
awarded the prestigious "Mid Career Scientist Award" by Association 
for Medical Updates at AMUCON-2024, held at SMS Medical College, 
Jaipur, in recognition of outstanding achievements in basic and applied 
research in Medicine and medical education, as well as contributions to 
the field of Medical Sciences.
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